§501.142

§501.142 Modification or rescission.

(a) A ruling may be modified or re-
scinded by—

(1) Publication of the modification or
rescission by DOE in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and in 10 CFR part 518; or

(2) Adoption of a rule that supersedes
or modifies a prior ruling.

(b) A person shall not be subject to
the sanctions or penalties stated in
these regulations for actions taken in
reliance upon a ruling, notwith-
standing that the ruling is subse-
quently declared to be invalid or no
longer applicable. A person affected by
a ruling may not rely upon it for more
than 30 days after it has been rendered
invalid pursuant to issuance of a super-
seding rule by OFE, or after it has been
rescinded or modified by DOE.

§501.143 Comments.

Any interested person may file a
written comment on or objection to a
published ruling at any time with the
Assistant General Counsel for Interpre-
tations and Rulings at the address pro-
vided in §501.11.

Subpart K—Enforcement

§501.160 Purpose and scope.

This subpart provides the procedures
by which OFE may initiate enforce-
ment proceedings on its own behalf and
by which complaints concerning a vio-
lation of the Act or any rule or order
thereunder may be filed.

§501.161 Filing a complaint.

(a) A complaint under this subpart
must be submitted in writing over the
signature of the person making the
complaint in accordance with the gen-
eral filing requirements stated in
§501.7. OFE will accept oral complaints
that otherwise satisfy the require-
ments of this subpart, but OFE may re-
quest written verification.

(b) A complaint shall be filed at the
address provided in §501.11.

§501.162 Contents of a complaint.

A complaint must contain a complete
statement of all relevant facts per-
taining to the act or transaction that
is the subject of the complaint. It must
also include the names and addresses of
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all persons involved (if reasonably as-
certainable), a description of the
events that led to the complaint, and a
statement describing the statutory
provision, regulation, ruling, order,
rule, or interpretation that allegedly
has been violated.

§501.163 OFE evaluation.

(a) The record shall consist of the
complaint and any supporting docu-
ments and all other relevant informa-
tion developed in the course of any in-
vestigations or proceedings related to
that complaint. OFE may investigate
and corroborate any statement in the
complaint or related documents sub-
mitted, and may utilize in its evalua-
tion any relevant facts obtained by
such investigation or from any other
source of information. OFE may solicit
or accept submissions from third per-
sons relevant to the complaint or other
related documents.

(b) Confidentiality of information. OFE
will treat as confidential information
received in any investigation of a com-
plaint, including the identity of the
complainant and the identity of any
other persons who provide information
to the extent such information is ex-
empt from public disclosure under the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C.
5562. OFE reserves the right to make
disclosures that would be in the public
interest.

§501.164 Decision to initiate enforce-
ment proceedings.

After investigation of a specific com-
plaint or based on any relevant infor-
mation received or obtained during an
investigation, OFE may issue a notice
of violation, determine that no viola-
tion has occurred, or take such other
actions as it deems appropriate. Prior
to issuance of a notice of violation, and
before commencement of an enforce-
ment proceeding, OFE may transmit a
draft of the notice of violation to the
potentially affected person in order to
promote an informal resolution of the
violation.

§501.165 Commencement of enforce-
ment proceedings.

(a) Whenever, on the basis of any in-

formation available, OFE determines

that a person is in violation or about



